FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 23, 2007

First Reading: Isaiah 7: 10-14

Ahaz receives from Isaiah a prophecy that he will be successful in war and is urged to ask for a sign that the
prophecy is true. The sign is “The virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.”
Second Reading: Romans 1: 1-7

Paul greets the Romans by pointing out that Jesus is the Christ who was promised to them in Scripture. He,
Paul, is the apostle favored with the task of spreading the name of Christ to all.

Gospel: Matthew 1: 18-24

In a brief, straightforward, simple narrative, Matthew recounts the events leading to Jesus’ birth. He details the
appearance of the angel in a dream to Joseph and stresses that “All this happened to fulfill what the Lord had
said through the prophets.” ©2001 Bon Venture Services, Inc.

GOSPEL REFLECTION

“Greetings from Paul ... called to be an apostle and set aside to proclaim the gospel of God which He
promised long ago through His prophets, as the Holy Scriptures record — the Gospel concerning His Son, who
was descended from David according to the flesh but was made Son of God in power according to the Spirit
in Holiness ... we have been favored with apostleship, that we may spread His name ..."Please use this
passage as a special greeting card, composed by Paul and saved for that special occasion, his 2007
Christmas card for you.

Twice he uses the word “Gospel”, the Good News or Glad Tidings to remind us of the reason for this
season. Like Paul, we too are called to be apostles, His withesses, if we really believe the Word & accept
Jesus Christ. Christ's coming in the flesh at Bethlehem is recalled in a special way this week. Christ’'s coming
in Spirit & sacrament to me this year is even more special, as He lives among us, answers our needs & buoys
our hopes. Many people who awaited the Messiah missed Him when He came. They were looking for
something other than the new born of Bethlehem & continued to fail to recognize Him as He lived, taught &
died for them. We who believe, who have also been graced with the call of apostleship, are asked to look
closely as He comes again, to recognize that special presence & bring others to discover that presence as
well.  As many point out the Christ in the manger to little ones this week, so may we point out the Christ by
word and example. This is my Christmas prayer in my card to St. Paul.

PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE$

Weekly Offertory Monthly Collections for November:

Sunday, December 15/16: $ 3251.96 Weekend Debt Reduction: $2,863.55
Debt Reduction: $ 1358.75 Campaign for Human Development: $ 550.00
Immaculate Conception: $ 25.00 Parish & School Loan Balance (Approximate)
Retirement Fund for Religious: $ 50.00 Parish Debt Balance:

Christmas Flower Offering: $ 75.00 Updated from $320,577.94 to $319,219.90

School Debt Balance:
Thank You for Your Generosity! Updated from $447,044.98 to $441,938.57



SACRAMENTS

January Baptisms

Baptism Prep Class: Mon., January 14, 7pm.
January Baptisms: Sun, January 20, 12:30pm. For
further assistance, please call 424-3456.

IMPORTANT—SACRAMENT DATES

For parents of this year’'s students preparing
their First Holy Eucharist and Reconciliation
January 8 (Tues), Parent’'s Meeting, 6:15pm
January 19 (Sat), Retreat, 9:00am-12noon
February 2 (Sat), Reconciliation, 10:00am

April 2 (Wed), Full Dress Rehearsal, 4pm & 5pm
April 5 (Sat), First Holy Eucharist, 10am & 1pm

Friends & Family Confirmation Il Program
IMPORTANT—CLASS POSTPONED

Our Thursday, January 10, class has been
postponed to Thursday, January 17, with a “snow”
date of Thursday, January 24. We apologize for
any inconvenience. See you on the 17"!

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

St. Francis of Assisi Men’s Breakfast

Next Breakfast: Saturday, January 5, 7:00am in the
gathering space. The food is cooked hot that
morning; this is open to all men of the parish;
please join us for food, faith and fun on the first
Saturday of each month.

OUTREACH MINISTRY

Homebound Ministry

Do you know of someone who is no longer able to
attend Mass and would like to receive the Holy
Eucharist at home? Please contact the Outreach
Ministry (x303) with contact information so that we
can set up home visits.

Brown Bag Sunday
The ministry of giving to local pantries has been
going on for years, here at St. Francs. To continue
to assist the ever-growing need in our community,
beginning in January, there will be two Brown Bag
Sundays per month.
2nd Sunday benefits the New Horizons Food
Pantry
4th Sunday benefits Blessed Sacrament Food
Pantry
We appreciate and thank you for your support of
this very worthwhile outreach ministry.

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY

Jr. High CatechiCYM & High School CYM
No meeting December 23rd or 30th.
Next meeting is Sunday, January 6.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER

MEMORIAL GIFT

During our Advent season

Parishioners and friends have

made donations to our Christmas Flower Fund.
The names of those individuals will be placed in
the bulletin, and a Mass will be offered for them on
January 6, at 11:00am, the Feast of the Epiphany.
Thank you for your generosity!

10th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
RESCHEDULED: DECEMBER 23, 2007

Due to last week’s snow storm, the Christmas
concert has been rescheduled for Sunday,
December 23 at 7:00pm. Take time away from
the hustle and bustle of the season to listen to
some beautiful music. Following the concert
refreshments will be served.

400 CLUB

GRAND PRIZE WINNERS

Congratulations!

$500 #311 Pat & Joane LaPlante

$100 #344 Barry Deslauriers

$100 # 48 Grand & Trent Levasseur

$100 # 62 David Dominici

$100 #355 Kim Mailhot

$100 #333 Lorraine Blushiy

$100 #331 Nancy Recco

$50 #296 Jay & Ray Chabot

$50 #124 Ann Morais

10. $50 #127 Janet Bourgeois

11. $50 #279 Roland Goulet

12. $50 #418 Nancy Tanguay

13. $50 #224 Ruth Bolduc

14. $50 # 79 George & Jane Provost

15. $50 #391 Therese Groulx

16. $25 #362 Stuart Gelinas

17. $25 #256 JanetBlais

18. $25 # 92 Theresa Farrell

19. $25 #334 Patrick Mclnnis

20. $25 #108 Ann & Scott Tierno

21. $25 #168 Edwin & Eleanor Fitzgerald

22. $25 #372 Patricia Junkins

23. $25 #424 Don & Noreen Canney

24. $25 #238 Dick & Barbara Labrecque

25. $25 #389 Jan Ouellette

26. $25 # 59 Laurence Sevigny

27. $25 #254 Ruth Bolduc

28. $25 #351 Daniel Ouellette

29. $25 #147 Margaret Batchelder

30. $25 #185 John & Marie Duclos

31. $25 # 29 Jyl Dittbenner

32. $25 #380 Paul & Shirley Lacerte

33. $25 #197 Manuel Phillips

34. $25 #236 William & Ann Corker

35. $25 #240 Brent & Lisa Lemire
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She will have a son
and name him
Emmanuel
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MASS INTENTIONS

4:00pm Richard & Jeanette Lessard 2Sm7:1-5
By Donna Lessard 8b-12, 14a, 16;
6:00pm George Blushiy Lk 1: 67-79
By His Family
12:00am George & Sophie Adams
By The Family
Christmas Day Is 52: 7-10;
9:00am Robert Blais Heb 1: 1-6;
By His Family Jn1:1-18 or
1:1-5,9-14
8:15am George Blushiy Acts 6: 8-10;
(1*' Anniversary) 7: 54-59;
By His Daughter, Melissa Mt 10: 17-22
8:15am Frederick Hobson 1Jn1:1-4 1$%% & '& ()&
! By The St. Francis Parish Family Jn 20: 1a,2-8 | !1$*% +&, "# #./ [
"#
( NO MASS 1Jn1:5-2:2;
0 Mt 2: 13-18
#1 #
Fifth Day, Octave of Christmas 1Jn2: 3-11; Lk
2 4:00pm William & Kimberly Simard 2:22-35
#) By The Simard Family
34
8:00am Adele Chenette Sir 3: 2-7,
*0/p By the Roy & Van Uden Families 12-14
9:30am Napolean & Julia Hebert Col 3:12-21
#.1 )1 #- By Their Daughter, Donna Lessard Mt 2:13-15,
"1 11:00am Paul Nicholas 29-23

)S5"#

By Bob & Cecile Soucy







