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PARISH & SCHOOL
FINANCIAL UPDATES

Weekly Offertory:
Sunday, July 6/7: $5,322.44
Peter’s Pence: $ 20.00
Debt Reduction: $ 110.00

Parish & School Loan Balance (Approximate)
Parish Debt Balance: Updated from
May - $311,490.92 to June - $309,993.74

School Debt Balance:
Updated from $431,573.62 to $430,251.14

Reminder: On the Weekend of 7/13, there will be
a Second Collection for the Debt Reduction.

Please continue your support to the
parish during the Summer months
and we thank you for your generosity!

CATHOLIC CHARITIES UPDATE

Cash $ 7,628.58
Pledges $ 3,321.67
Total $10,950.25 (as of 6/24/08)
GOAL $14,250.00

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Adoration is 8:45am-12noon. Please consider
signing up (in the Media Room, off the Gathering
Space) for some time before the Eucharist.

WE HAVE A NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR
Many of you will recognize, Larry Sott, our new
Music Director, as he is a dedicated parishioner,
eagerly serving Parish Life, in a variety of
ministries. He will be responsible for Liturgical
planning of music and direction of the Adult Choir.
Larry has a background of many years in low
brass and keyboard; as well as, music education
at the University of MA. Welcome Larry!

Fifteenth Sunday

In Ordinary Time
July 13, 2008

DEDICATION OF THE NEW CHURCH

Can you believe that 8 years have passed?
On July 15, 2000, we gathered together in
celebration of the dedication of our new Church
here in Litchfield. At all weekend Masses of July
12/13; we will be celebrating the Solemnity of the
Dedication of our Church. Please join us at our
8:15am Mass on Tuesday, July 15, 2008. The
Mass intention is for all parishioners living and
who have died.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Bishop John McCormack invites to a Special
Anniversary Mass & Reception , all couples who
are celebrating their 25", 30™, 35", 40™, 45", 50"
or beyond, Wedding Anniversary, anytime during
the current year 2008 . This celebration will be on
October 5, 2008 at 2:00 p.m., at St Anselm Abby
Church, Manchester. If you are celebrating your
25™ 30™, 35™ 40™ 45™ or 50" anniversary, as
well as any couple beyond their 50", or if you
know of anyone who is, please call or mail to the
rectory by August 8, the name and address of
the anniversary couple. Please indicate their
special anniversary.

ADULT CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION
The Fall diocesan celebration of the Sacrament of
Confirmation for adults is Sunday, November 2,
2008 with Bishop Francis J. Christian, at Sacred
Heart Church, Concord, 2:30pm. This celebration
is intended for those adults who have received the
Sacrament of Eucharist and Reconciliation and
who would like to complete their full initiation into
the Church with the Sacrament of Confirmation. It
is intended for candidates over the age of 18 who
have been properly catechized and who regularly
practice the faith. Please contact the parish office
for more information.




ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL REGISTRATION
Please visit us at
www. StFrancisSchoolNH.org.

SUMMER READING PROGRAM

St. Francis School Library is encouraging
students to read as much as possible over the
summer months by sponsoring a Reading Race.
Each student has received a reading record on
which they are asked to keep track of the number
of minutes they read everyday. In the Fall, each
student’s total minutes will be added to those of
amount of minutes spent reading will win an Ice
Cream Party! There will also be individual book
prizes for the top readers in each class. Have a
great summer!

PARISH MINISTRIES

SCRIPTURE STUDY/SHARE GROUP

Our women'’s group at St. Francis will continue to
meet throughout the summer every Thursday at
7pm in the Conference Room in our Parish
School Newcomers welcome!

HIGH SCHOOL CYM STEUBENVILLE TRIP
Our high school youth group is gearing up for the
Steubenville Youth Conference, July 18-20, 2008.
Please pray for the individuals who have signed
up to experience God’s grace. The theme of the
conference this year is Witness. We hope that all
our youth present a witness to God’s love through
the living out of their faith in our parish! July 9 will
be the Pre-Steubenville Gathering. If you have
guestions, please speak to Jyl or Doug.

YOUTH CHOIR

Youth Choir meets on Saturdays from 1lam-
12noon on Saturdays in the Church. If you love to
sing and would like to be a part of this group,
please meet us in the Church.

THINKING AHEAD...

As you know, volunteers are a vital part of our
parish life. Your time and dedication do not go
unnoticed and you are greatly appreciated. In
preparation of the fall, now is the time to think
ahead. Take time to pray, ask God to reveal to
you the gifts (talents) that you can share with our
parish community and in what way, or which
ministry. Then “Be Still” and “Know” that | am
God. (Psalm 46:10)

As part of our commitment to providing a safe
environment for all children, the Diocese requires
special training for those working with youth. All
clerics and members of the religious institutes
assigned to parish, school, or institutional
ministry, and all employees and volunteers who
regularly work with minors, must participate in the
Protecting God's Children workshop.

Protecting God's Children  Training Program
The free workshop addresses:
appropriate boundaries in ministry
signs & symptoms of sexual abuse in minors
policies and prevention of sexual abuse by
church personnel
policies and procedures for reporting
allegations of sexual abuse
how to respond appropriately to disclosures of
abuse

The following 2 workshops that are available in
our area during July are listed
below:

Thursday, July 31, 2008, 7-9 PM

Ste. Marie Parish, Manchester

In the bookstore Building on

Cartier Street

Wednesday, August 20, 2008 7-9 PM

Ste. Marie Parish, Manchester



HIS WORD TODAY

“Just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return there till they have watered the

earth, making it fertile and fruitful ... so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not
return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which | sent it”... “but the seed
sown on rich solil is the one who hears the word & understands it, who indeed bears fruit
and yields a hundred or sixty or thirty fold.”

Water has power to save. Where water is lacking, so is life. Water can cause death as
seen with Katrina, Olga their many named hurricane sisters and brothers. The violent
storms of the new year on our west coast all come to mind as we listen, not just hear the

word of Isaiah today.

On a weekly basis the lector states “the Word of the Lord” and we provide the appropriate

response. The presiding priest or deacon calls for our affirmation in faith that the Good

News is God’'s Word. As we do so routinely, our consideration should call us deeper into
what has been read and proclaimed. Like the seed the Word is to find a fertile dwelling place in me, and
produce the fruit for which the Lord sent it in the first place.

As | listen attentively, | ask three questions: What is being said? To whom is this Word addressed? How can
| put it into practice? The first is answered in the homily, the second is myself as God speaks to my heart.
The third, I reflect upon and decide just how | will put it into practice.

At this time of the year when our gardens are rapidly growing and farmers are preparing for their harvest,
we can look at our spiritual lives, asking that the Word be fruitful.

READINGS for the Week

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-11

Just as the rain and snow water the earth and
make it fruitful, so does the word of God bring
forth good seed.

Second Reading: Romans 8:18-23

Reminding all that the trials and sufferings of this
life are “as nothing,” Paul says that the glory we
shall receive will overshadow all things.

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23

Jesus tells the parable of the sower and the seed.
The seed that landed on the footpath, on rocky
ground, or among thorns withered and died; the
seed that fell on good ground -- “the man who
hears the message and takes it in” ... “bears a
yield of a hundred-fold.” ©1999 Bon Venture Services, Inc.

Monday: Is 1:10-17; Mt 10: 34—11: 1
Tuesday: Is 7:1-9; Mt 11: 20-24
Wednesday: Is 10: 5-7, 13-16; Mt 11: 25-27
Thursday: Is 26: 7-9, 12, 16-19; Mt 11: 28-30
Friday: Is 38:1-8, 21-22; Mt 12: 1-8
Saturday: Mi 2: 1-5; Mt 12: 14-21

MORNING PRAYER AT ST FRANCIS

Come join us each Thursday Morning at 8am
(prior to Mass), as we have begun praying
Morning Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours.

The Liturgy of the Hours has a rich a diverse
history stemming all the way back to the Didache
where Christians were told to pray the Lord's
prayer three times a day. It has gone from being
prayer said by the people and clergy together, to
a prayer said by the clergy, and is now starting to
move back into the people.

We will be using the Shorter Christian Prayer
Book, which will be provided. Whether this is a
form of prayer you are not familiar with or not, we
would love to have you pray with us!

Sunday, June 29, 2008 marked the beginning of
the “Year of Paul’. Pope Benedict assigned the
“Pauline Year” to celebrate the 2,000
anniversary of the Apostle’s birth.

Paul himself summed up his life in this way: “I
live, no longer |, but Christ lives in me; insofar as |
now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of
God who has loved me and given himself up for
me” (Gal 2:20); “To me life is Christ” (Phil 1:21).



COMMUNITY NEWS
CATHOLIC TV

CatholicTV is now available to us

on Comcast digital cable (24 hours

daily) on channel 268 in NH. The

station  provides family-friendly,
religious programming including Masses, The
Rosary, talk shows and education programs.
CatholicTV will also provide extensive coverage of
World Youth Day from Sydney, Australia, July 17-
20, 2008. A complete program schedule is
available at www.CatholicTV.com, your Catholic
broadband network.

The Thomas More College

of Liberal Arts is located in

Merrimack, NH and s

dedicated to providing a
higher education in the Catholic intellectual
tradition that is both open to students of all faiths
and faithful to the magisterium of the Church. As
our founder, Dr. Peter Sampo says, “reflection on
the specific nature of liberal education has been
entrusted to the Church in a special way and so
assumes as its task the rediscovery and
articulation of this tradition in our own time.”
Please go to www.ThomasMoreCollege.edu for
more exciting information about our college.

CRAFTERS WANTED

St. Anthony School is accepting reservations for a
Craft Fair to be held on Saturday, November 22.
Table rentals are $50/8 foot table. If you have
your own table we have a limited amount of 8x8
spaces available. Reservations will be accepted
on a first come-first served basis. Reservation
Deadline is September 1. For more information,
please call St. Anthony School at 622-0414 or
visit our website at www.stanthonyschool-nh.com
to download an application.

Fr. Paul Montminy, pastor of St. Catherine of
Siena Parish, Manchester, and Fr. Ray Labrie,
pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Litchfield,
are planning a pilgrimage to Fatima, Lourdes,
Paris and Nevers, October 13-21, 2008. If you are
interested, please pick up a brochure in the Media
Room, as applications are still being accepted.
Per person Rates: Double $3,289; Single $3,689.
For more information, or for a flyer, please call
Father Paul or Father Ray at 622-4966.

Week of
July 13th

July 14, MONDAY

8:15am

For the Repose of the Soul of William K Hinckley, Jr
By the Blais Family

ADORATION following 8:15am Mass-12 Noon

July 15, TUESDAY

8:15am Mass -- For the 8" Anniversary
of the Dedication of our New Church
For all parishioners living and deceased

July 16, WEDNESDAY

8:15am Mass

For Wiiliam Escobar

By the Stanton Family

7:00pm Eucharistic Adoration by Kyle Stanton

July 17, THURSDAY

8:00am Morning Prayer (Liturgy of the Hours)
8:15am

For Reverend Leo P. Lefebvre

7:00pm Sisters in Faith Scripture Study/Share Group

July 18, FRIDAY

July 19, SATURDAY

11:00am Youth Choir

4:00pm Mass

For George & Doris Simard & Family
By the Simard Family

July 20, 16th SUNDAY in Ordinary Time
8:00am Mass

For Lillian King
By Janet & Sal Lucido

9:30am Mass
For The Recco Family

11:00am Mass
For Cecile Cyr
By Her Sister, Therese Chuckran

The regular monthly Cemetery
mass scheduled for July 26, 2008 has been
cancelled. It will resume in August 2008



