WELCOME TO
ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI PARISH
FAMILY
We would like to extend a
warm welcome to all who are
here celebrating with us this
day. As you worshiped at
this Mass, we sincerely hope
that you found nourishment
for your life and faith journey.
If you have recently moved to
this area, please introduce
yourself. Please contact our
Parish  Office for further
information about Parish Life
here at Saint Francis of
Assisi. God Bless!

Twenty-Third
Sunday

In Ordinary Time

September 7, 2008

WH cCOME

The Catholic University of America
Today’s second collection is for The Catholic
University of America, the national university of the
Catholic Church in the United States; located in
Washington, D.C. CUA provides an academically rigorous
education guided by Catholic intellectual tradition to 6,000
students every year. Every dollar we give directly supports
financial aid for students from dioceses across the country,
including ours. Please be generous.

PARISH &

SCHOOL
FINANCIAL UPDATES

Weekly Offertory:
Sunday, August 30 & 31:
$4,797.21

Debt Reduction:
$ 10.00
Assumption of Mary:
$ 5.00
NH Missions:
$ 35.00

Parish & School Loan
Balance (Approximate)
Parish Debt Balance:
$307,684.59

School Debt Balance:
Updated from $428,922.59 to
$427,587.96
Thank you for your
generosity!

Prayer for Vocations and

Prayer for our Seminarian Kyle F. Stanton
Kyle our parish seminarian has returned back to his studies and
will be starting his 2" year of theology at St. John’s Seminary in
Brighton MA. Preparing for the priesthood is not always easy.
When a young man feels God tugging at his heart and he
responds to God’s call, we as a parish community need to pray
that if it is God’s will, he will persevere through the seminary
formation process. The process is long and thorough and there
are many ups and downs like we all face in our daily lives. Many
of you know Kyle, for he has helped out our parish since |
arrived in February of 2007. He was a great help this summer
helping organize the Altar Servers at many of our weekend
liturgies. He gave a wonderful talk on the importance of
Eucharistic Adoration. He received a glimpse of parish life and
priestly life while attending some meetings with me and praying
with me as | anointed the sick. My request to all of you is to
keep all our seminarians in your daily prayers especially Kyle. If
you can, maybe send him a note of appreciation or
encouragement to persevere in the formation process. Kyle is
expected to be ordained to the transitional deaconate the last
weekend of May 2010 and Priesthood the fist weekend of June
2011. If you want to let him know you are praying for him his
address is:
Mr. Kyle Stanton
127 Lake Street
Brighton MA, 02135

Thanks,



CHRISTIAN
FORMATION

The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults

(RCIA) is the process through
which the Catholic Church
welcomes new adult
members. It has its roots in
the history of the early church
and is designed for adults of
other faith backgrounds or
those with little or no faith
experiences. This journey of
faith includes the study of
Catholic beliefs, faith sharing,
and the study of sacred
scripture. For further
information, please call 424-
3456, ext. 305 or email
RCIA@stfrancisofassisi.net,
and leave your name, phone
number or email address
along with the best time to
reach you. Brochures are
available in the Media Room,
off the Gathering Space.

NEED: 5" Gr. Teacher

Do you love your faith and
want to share it with others?
Then we have a ministry for
you. We are still in need of a
Fifth Grade Religious Ed.
teacher for Sunday morning.
For more info, please contact
Vicki Isabelle at the Religious
Education Office, Ext. 209.

CONFIRMATION

The Confirmation schedules
for the upcoming year are
now available on the bulletin
board. Our Confirmation
Celebration for 2009 is
Saturday, May 30 at 10am
with Bishop Francis Christian.
Please continue to pray for
our Confirmation students. If
you need the Saturday time
slot please call the Religious
Ed. Office. At this time there
are not enough students to fill
these sessions.

L ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
frasedl ¥ PARISH & SCHOOL PICNIC

Meet your parish community! All are welcome to enjoy hot dogs,
hamburgers, fresh Litchfield corn on the cob, delicious pot luck
entrees and desserts! Plus, we'll have pony rides, games, bounce
house, music and lots of fun. The festivities will begin immediately
following 11:00am Mass on Sunday, September 14 under the big tent!
If anyone would like to help with this event please contact Joanne or
Brian DelLangie at 682-0521 or delangiej@msn.com

ST. FRANCIS MINISTRY FAIR

Through our Baptism we are all called to serve as Priest,

Prophet, and King. The Ministry Fair is an opportunity for

you to investigate the different ministries of our parish,

and discern how you can best serve the people within and around our
parish through your participation in a ministry. Are you called to sing?
Called to pray? Called to serve on a committee? Called to share or
teach? This year's Ministry Fair is the weekend of September 20-21
after all Masses in the Gathering Space. Set aside time to visit the
tables and learn more the different ministries!

CYM (Catholic Youth Ministry)

MEET & GREET The youth ministers are gearing up for the Parish
Picnic and would like to invite High School students to a meet and
greet at the picnic. We of course will offer our services to help set-up
and clean-up and during the picnic we would like to host a volleyball
game. Come and say hello to the 2008-09 Youth Ministry Team
during the picnic.

2" ANNUAL ST FRANCIS SHACK-A-THON St. Francis
announces its 2" Annual Shack-A-Thon event on the weekend of
September 27-28, 2008. We will be collecting sponsorship, building
shacks out of “duck tape” & cardboard; and sleeping outside
overnight. The money raised will benefit Greater Nashua Habitat for
Humanity and The Way Home in Manchester to help provide housing
in our area. If you would like to be a part of this great event, please be
sure to contact jyl dittbenner@yahoo.com.

AS PARISHIONERS...“HOW CAN | HELP?"!!

SPONSORING

Talk to Jyl about sponsoring one of our participants of this event.
DONATIONS Donations of new tarps (used as ground cover under
each house) and/or duck tape will be accepted.

BBQ Attend our BBQ on Sat., Sept. 27 at 5pm. Tickets will be sold
after the Masses in September at $5 per person or $15 per Family.
Ticket sales will support our CYM activities this year.

OPEN “MIC” Come share your talent with the youth of our parish.
We are looking for musicians, comedians, story-tellers or other
interesting skills you may have. Sign up is on the bulletin board.
Audience members are welcome from 7-9:30pm.

Let us not forget that although our main focus is to benefit The Way
Home in Manchester, NH (www.thewayhomenh.orq) and the Greater
Nashua Habitat for Humanity , (www.nashabitat.org); we too will
benefit, as it will surely help to continue building our Faith Community
here at St. Francis.




Week of Sept 7
1"%#$% &"'(™)

September 8, MONDAY
Birth of the Virgin Mary
8:15am Mass

For Reverend John Horan
By the Tamburino Family

6:30pm Pastoral Council
Meeting
7:00pm Baptism Prep Class

September 9, TUESDAY
St. Peter Claver

8:15am Mass

Prayers to be answered for
Diane Sanuth

By The Family

September 10, (' (!$
8:15am Mass
Pro-Populo (All Parishioners)

6:30pm Protecting God’s
Children Workshop

7:00pm Adult Choir

September 11, THURSDAY
8:15am

For Reverend John Horan
By Madeline Pimley

7:00pm Sisters In Faith

7:10pm Knights of Columbus
Rosary & Meeting

September 12, FRIDAY
7:00pm Tent Revival

September 13, SATURDAY
St. John Chrysostom

4:00pm Mass

For Ernestine & Irenee Martel
By The Family

11:00am Youth Choir

September 14

The Exaltation of The Holy
Cross

8:00am Mass

For Edward Blanche &
Maurice Simard and Family
By The Simard Family
9:30am Mass

For Angela Descoteaux
By George & Jane Provost
11:00am Mass

For John Caisey

By Art & Lil Hamel

MINISTRY COMMITTEE MEETINGS BEGIN

With September here already, now is the time to look at our fall
schedules and start marking on our calendars, if we haven't started
already. Below are listed many of the Ministry Meetings and Practices
that take place weekly, bi-weekly and monthly. (This list does not
include Religious Education & Youth Ministries).

MINISTRY & TIME DAY STARTING DATE
Ladies Guild, 7pm 1% Tues Sept 2
St. Francis School Board, 5pm 1% Wed, Sept 3
Women'’s , 7pm Every Thurs  Sept4
RCIA, 7pm Every Sun Sept 7
Pastoral Council, 6:30pm (quarterly) Mon Sept 8
Baptismal Prep Class, 7pm 2" Mon Sept 8

2" Tues Sept 15
Every Tues Sept 2
Every Wed Sept 3
2" Thurs Sept 11
Every Sat Sept 6

Finance Committee, 7pm
Adult Contemp, 6:30pm
Adult Choir, 7pm

K of C, (All Men), 7:30pm
Youth Choir Practice, 11am

K of C, (Officers Only)  6:30pm 4™ Thurs Sept 25
. Music Notes - @

Adult Choir Is Back.

The Adult Choir has started rehearsals again, meeting every
Wednesday at 7:00pm in the church. This choir assists at Mass each
week on Sunday at 9:30am. This is a mixed voice (very often 4-part)
choral group. If you are thinking about this ministry, drop by for a
rehearsal and meet the choir. For more information, call Larry Sott at
the parish office.

Cantors are still needed.

In an effort to build up a corps of Cantors, much like the Lectors or
Eucharistic Ministers, we are looking for individuals that could assist at
Mass once or twice a month. If you have any experience singing and
think you would be comfortable in this role, contact the parish office
and let us know. Training will be provided.

Youth Choir

The Youth Choir continues to rehearse every Saturday at 11:00am in
the church. If your son or daughter is in third grade or above, likes to
sing and is able to read well, please consider joining us. The Youth
Choir assists at the 11:00am Mass every other Sunday.

Folk Group(s)

If a more contemporary flavor appeals to you, or if you would like to
sing or can play an instrument, check out the Adult Folk Group or the
Youth Folk Group under the direction of Jyl Dittbenner. The Adult
group rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 and the Youth group an
hour before the 11:00am Mass every other week. Contact Jyl at the
parish office for more detail.

Please feel free to call Larry Sott at the parish office if you would like
to learn more about any of these ministries.




DAILY READINGS
for the Week of
September 7

First Reading:

Ezekiel 33:7-9

God has appointed the
prophet as a watchman over
his people. If he fails to give
them warning against sin, he
will be held responsible.

Second Reading:

Romans 13:8-10

In this beautiful letter, Paul
says that all commandments
are contained in this: “You
shall love your neighbor as
yourself.”

Gospel:

Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus explains to his
disciples how to respond to
those who wrong them — with
gentleness and practical
wisdom. He promises that
whenever “two or three are
gathered in my name, there
am | in their midst.”

Monday

Ez 24: 15-24; Mt 19: 16-22
Tuesday

Ez 28: 1-10; Mt 19: 23-30

Wednesday

Ez 34: 1-11; Mt 20: 1-16
Thursday

Ez 36: 23-28; Mt 22: 1-14

Friday

Ez 37: 1-14; Mt 22: 34-40

Saturday

Ez 43: 1-7; Mt 23: 1-12

by Rev. William J. Reilly

“Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law ... Love does no evil to the
neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law ... For where two or
three are gathered in my name, there | am in the midst of them.”

In the past six months how many letters have you received concerning
a new credit card, a bank offering or equity loans. In the past six
months how many persons have lost their home or job because of the
economic recession. We are offered strategies about combining credit
cards or refinancing loans. People are caught in a great struggle.

Look at it another way. How persons live alone or in isolation.
Countless persons in the world are displaced by war, famine or for
political differences. It is impossible to number the refugees living
outside their borders. Because of our own isolation we sometimes do
not sense the lack of security or difficulties of others.

The challenge of Paul today can open our eyes to the hurts others
endure, in distant lands or even nearby. Our debt is neither financial
nor economic but one paid by Jesus and expressed in our love for one
another.

As we recognize that there are real problems, may we find comfort in
the words of Paul and Jesus, seeking remedies which are part of the
gospel message. What we need to do is open our eyes to the abiding
presence of Jesus, as we gather two or three in His name.

ALL ADULTS IN MINISTRY WHO WORK WITH MINORS

The Diocese of Manchester requires all adults 18 years of age and
over who regularly work with minors to attend the Protecting God’s
Children Workshop.

There is no Fee for this workshop. However, we do ask that you call
the Parish office at 424-3456 to register ahead of time. There will be a
workshop at St. Francis of Assisi Parish Wednesday, September 10,
2008 at 7:00pm. Thank you for your cooperation!

HOW TO MAKE A REPORT OF SEXUAL ABUSE

Child sexual abuse is a crime in the State of New Hampshire and the
Church. New Hampshire law requires that anyone who has reason to
suspect that a child is being or has been abused or neglected must make
a report to the Division for Children, Youth & Families (*“DCYF") of the
State of New Hampshire, 1-800-894-5533. Any person who suspects or
alleges child abuse on the part of a priest, deacon, employee, or
volunteer of a parish, school, or institution of the diocese of Manchester is
also encouraged to make a report to the Office for Ministerial Conduct,
669-3100.

Church personnel-clergy, paid employees, and volunteers, have
additional reporting requirements if they believe that Church personnel
have sexually abused a child. To learn more about the reporting
requirements, see Melissa Robinson, the safe environment coordinator




for our parish, or the diocesan
website under Child Safety:
www.catholicnh.org.




