
Off to St. John’s Seminary 
in Brighton, Mass.     

Kyle Stanton, our 
parish seminarian 
has returned back 
to his studies and 
will be starting his 
second year of 
theology at St. 
John’s Seminary 
in Brighton, Mass. 
  Preparing for the 

priesthood is not always easy.  
When a young man feels God 
tugging at his heart and he responds 
to God’s call, we as a parish 
community need to pray that if it is 
God’s will, he will persevere through 
the seminary formation process.  
The process is long and thorough 
and there are many ups and downs 
like we all face in our daily lives.  
Many of you know Kyle, for he has 
helped out our parish since I arrived 
in February of 2007.  He was a great 
help this summer helping organize 
the Altar Servers at many of our 
weekend liturgies. He gave a 
wonderful talk on the importance of 
Eucharistic Adoration.  He received 
a glimpse of parish life and priestly 
life while attending some meetings 
with me and praying with me as I 
anointed the sick.  My request to all 
of you is to keep all our seminarians 
in your daily prayers especially Kyle.  
If you can, maybe send him a note 
of appreciation or encouragement to 
persevere in the formation process.  
Kyle is expected to be ordained to 
the transitional deaconate the last 
weekend of May 2010 and 
Priesthood the fist weekend of June 
2011.  If you want to let him know 
you are praying for him his address 
is:  Mr. Kyle Stanton, 127 Lake 
Street, Brighton, MA, 02135 
  

Thanks, 
 
        
        

Twenty-Fourth Sunday 
In Ordinary Time   
September 14, 2008 
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TO ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH FAMILY �

We would like to extend a warm welcome to all who are here 
celebrating with us this day.  As you worshiped at this Mass, 
we sincerely hope that you found nourishment for your life and 
faith journey.  If you have recently moved to this area, please 
introduce yourself.  Please contact our Parish Office for further 
information about Parish Life here at Saint Francis of Assisi.  
Also, please welcome Judy Briand, our new 
Accompanist .  Judy is a resident of Nashua and has many 
years playing in Churches around the area. Welcome Judy to 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish!   

 

St. Francis MINISTRY FAIR   
Through our Baptism we are all called to serve as Priest, 
Prophet, and King. The Ministry Fair (September 20-21 after all 
Masses in the Gathering Space) is an opportunity for you to 
explore the different ministries of our parish, and discern how 
you can best serve the people within and around our parish 
through your participation in a ministry.  Are you called to sing?  
To pray?  To serve on a committee? To share or teach?  Be 
sure to visit our displays and learn more the different ministries! 

 

PARISH & SCHOOL 
FINANCIAL UPDATES 

 

Weekly Offertory 
Sunday, August 30 & 31:  $6,616.09 
Catholic University of America: $1,117.91 
Debt Reduction:   $1,668.00 
Assumption of Mary:   $     15.00 
NH Missions:    $     38.00 

�

Parish & School Loan Balance 
(Approximate) 
Parish Debt Balance:  $307,684.59 

�

School Debt Balance: 
Updated from  
$428,922.59 to $427,587.96 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 

NH STATEWIDE CURSILLO MASS 
Please join the NH Cursillo 4th Day community in celebrating 44 
years of Cursillo in NH with a NH Satewide Cursillo Mass, 
Friday, September 26 at 7pm at St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 
207 Hemlock Street, Manchester, NH. 



Music Notes 
Adult Choir Is Back.  
The Adult Choir has 
started rehearsals 
again, meeting every Wednesday at 
7:00pm in the Church.  This choir 
assists at Mass each week on 
Sunday at 9:30am. This is a mixed 
voice (very often 4-part) choral 
group.  If you are thinking about this 
ministry, drop by for a rehearsal and 
meet the choir.   
 

Cantors Are Still Needed.  
In an effort to build up a corps of 
Cantors, much like the Lectors or 
Eucharistic Ministers, we are looking 
for individuals that could assist at 
Mass once or twice a month.  If you 
have any experience singing and 
think you would be comfortable in 
this role, contact the parish office.  
Training will be provided. 
 

Youth Choir  
The Youth Choir rehearses every 
Saturday at 11:00am in the church.  
If your son or daughter (3rd grade or 
above) likes to sing and is able to 
read well, please consider joining 
us.  The Youth Choir assists at the 
11:00am Mass every other Sunday. 
 

Contemporary Group(s)  
If a more contemporary flavor 
appeals to you, or if you like to sing 
or can play an instrument, check out 
the Adult or Youth Contemporary 
Groups under the direction of Jyl 
Dittbenner.  The Adult group 
rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 
6:30pm and the Youth group an hour 
before the 11:00am Mass every 
other week.  Please contact Jyl at 
the parish office for further details.  
We wish to extend a special thank 
you to Rod Babka, for his willingness 
to serve our parish with his musical 
gift of fiddle and mandolin over the 
past few months at our Saturday, 
4:00pm Mass.   
 

To learn more about any of these 
music ministries, please feel free to 
call Larry Sott at the Parish Office. 
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Each year, the third Sunday of September has been 
designated by the US Catholic Bishops Catechetical Sunday. 
This national celebration honors those who generously pass on 
our Catholic Tradition to both our youth and adults.  We invite 
all members (such as: Parish Religious Education teachers and 
aides, facilitaors of the Rite of Dismissal, RCIA team members, 
Youth Group leaders, Baptismal Prep & Marriage Prep team) 
who serve in a teaching ministry in our Parish, to be present at 
the 11:00am Mass on Sunday, September 21, to receive a 
Blessing for the upcoming schoolyear.   This year the theme is 
"The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church" 
honors the Word of God as a foundation of catechesis 
throughout the year.   
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
RCIA is the process through which the Catholic Church 
welcomes new adult members.  It has its roots in the history of 
the early church and is designed for adults of other faith 
backgrounds or those with little or no faith experiences.  Our 
next journey of faith is about to begin. If you feel God is calling 
you to learn more about the Catholic Church you are most 
welcome to “come and see” what this ministry is all about. 
Please join us for a Night of Inquiry on Sunday, Se ptember 
21 or September 28 at 7:00pm in the Conference Room  in 
St. Francis School.    
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULES 
New Lector and EM schedules for October-January will be 
made up on September 18.  If you have any requests, 
changes, ie, new telephone numbers for the index, please call 
Mary Nicholas at 424-7575 by September 17. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Need of 5th Grade Teacher  
Do you love your faith and want to share it with others?  Then 
we have a ministry for you.  We are still in need of a 5th Grade 
Religious Ed. teacher for Sunday morning. For more info, 
please call Vicki Isabelle at the Religious Ed Office, Ext. 209.  
Grade 6-8 Classes 
Traditional Classes begin September 17, 6:00-7:15PM 
CatechiCYM Meetings begin September 21, 6:30-8:00PM 
 

CONFIRMATION  
Confirmation 2009 
The Confirmation schedules for the upcoming year are now 
available on the bulletin board. If you need the Saturday time 
slot, please call the Religious Education Office. (At this time, 
there are not enough students to fill these sessions).  
 

ST. FRANCIS MEN’S BREAKFAST 
The next breakfast is Saturday, October 4 at 7:00am in the 
gathering space. The food is cooked hot that morning. This is 
open to all men of the parish. Please join us for some food, 
faith and fun on the first Saturday of each month. 
 



CYM (Catholic Youth Ministry) 
MEET & GREET 
The youth ministers are gearing up 
for the Parish Picnic and would like 
to invite High School students to a 
meet and greet at the picnic.  We of 
course will offer our services to help 
set-up and clean-up and during the 
picnic we would like to host a 
volleyball game.  Come and say 
hello to the 2008-09 Youth Ministry 
Team during the picnic.  Our first 
meeting is September 21, 6:30-8pm. 
 

2nd ANNUAL SHACK-A-THON  
 

St. Francis announces its 2nd Annual 
Shack-A-Thon on the weekend of 
September 27-28, 2008. We will be 
collecting sponsorship, building 
shacks out of “duck tape” & 
cardboard; and sleeping outside 
overnight.  The money raised will 
benefit Greater Nashua Habitat for 
Humanity(www.nashabitat.org) and 
The Way Home in Manchester 
(www.thewayhomenh.org)  to help 
provide housing in our area.  If you 
would like to be a part of this great 
event, please be sure to contact 
jyl_dittbenner@yahoo.com. 
 

 

“HOW CAN YOU HELP?” 
 

SPONSORING 
Talk to Jyl about sponsoring one of 
our participants of this event. 

DONATIONS 
Donations of new tarps (used as 
ground cover under each house) 
and/or duck tape will be accepted. 

BBQ 
Attend our BBQ on Saturday., 
September 27 at 5pm.  Tickets will 
be sold after the Masses in 
September at $5 per person or $15 
per Family.  Ticket sales will support 
our CYM activities this year. 

OPEN “MIC” 
Come share your talent with the 
youth of our parish.  We are looking 
for musicians, comedians, story-
tellers or other interesting skills you 
may have.  Sign up is on the bulletin 
board.  Audience members are 
welcome from 7-9:30pm. 

DAILY MASS, INTENTIONS 
AND PARISH ACTIVITIES 
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September 15, MONDAY   
Our Lady of Sorrows 
8:15am Mass 
For Reverend John Horan by St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
 

6:00pm Finance Council Meeting 
 
 

September 16, TUESDAY 
St. Cornelius & St. Cyprian 
8:15am Mass 
In Thanksgiving of Karen L. Rosania  
by Her Mother Honey Sluben 
 

6:30pm Adult Contemporary Group Practice 
 

September 17, WEDNESDAY 
St. Robert Bellarmine 
8:15am Mass 
Kevin M. Corker by the Family  
6:00pm Penny Sale Committee Meeting 
 

7:00pm Adult Choir 
 

September 18, THURSDAY 
8:15am  
For Paul Nicholas (1st Anniversary) by The Family 
 

7:00pm Sisters In Faith 
 

September 19, FRIDAY 
St. Janarius 
 

September 20, SATURDAY 
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4:00pm Mass 
For George & Doris Simard and Family by The Simard Family 
 

11:00am Youth Choir 
 

September 21  
The Exaltation of The Holy Cross 
8:00am Mass 
For Pier Franco Peguri by The LaBatt Family 
 

9:30am Mass 
For Joseph & Sylvia Provost by George & Jane Provost 
 

11:00am Mass 
Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered by Carmen Muniz 
 

WOMEN’S SCRIPTURE STUDY/SHARE GROUP 
Newcomers are always welcome to join our women’s group of 
St. Francis; we meet every Thursday at 7pm in the Conference 
Room in the school.  In preparation for Thursday, September 
18, please read Romans, Chapter 4.  A few questions to 
ponder are: What is Paul saying about the Resurrection of 
Jesus? How does this mystery apply to the Christian? How 
does your trust in God fare in the face of personal calamity?  
What are the promises that God has made that supersede all 
such calamities? 
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A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY 
READINGS HIS WORD TODAY  
by Rev. William J. Reilly 
�“For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son, so that he who believes in Him might 
not perish but might have eternal life. For God did 
not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world might be saved through 
Him” … “He emptied Himself… becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.” 
 

The church today marks a special day centered 
upon the cross of Christ. How often in interviews, 
successful persons – teachers, athletes, 
astronauts – speak of the need to be focused, to 
maintain direction and achieve a good end. 
 

For Christians the focus is on the cross of Christ. 
From the day of our baptism until today, we were 
signed with a cross on our forehead, we blessed 
ourselves in the form of a cross, we look upon a 
crucifix in the church or on our bedroom wall, it 
said something to us. The cross of Jesus Christ is 
a source of strength, the sign of love, and hope 
for believers. 
 

Throughout the gospel of John he cites people 
who believe in Christ because of His words and 
deeds. The Cana event, the visit with the 
Samaritan woman, the challenge to Martha to 
believe, and yes, even after the resurrection, all 
reflected on the new found belief of the people He 
met. In the beginning of the gospel John tells us 
that “whoever believed in Him He gave the power 
to become children of God.” 
 

Our belief today is found in the saving power of 
the cross. May we make this sign on our person 
with devotion, the touches on our head, lips and 
heart with care, the blessing we give our children 
in a prayerful way, or even looking at the cross 
atop our church, may all allow us to acknowledge 
the power found in the cross of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
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The Jews were complaining against God and 
Moses of the tiring journey through the desert. 
The Lord punished them for such complaints with 
the bite of deadly serpents. After hearing the 
prayers of Moses for his people, the Lord 
instructed Moses to cure those who became ill 
with a bronze serpent mounted to a pole for them 
to see. 
�
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In this letter to the Philippians, 
Paul tells us how Jesus set 
aside his form of equality to God and took on a 
humble, human form - obedient even unto death. 
God the Father greatly exalted Jesus because of 
this. 
�
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As today’s first reading tells us of Moses raising 
the bronze serpent in the desert for those to be 
cured, Jesus says, too, that the Son of Man 
should be lifted up for all to see so the world might 
be saved and he who believes in him might enjoy 
eternal life.�� � ��������������������������	�
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Monday 1 Cor 11: 17-26, 33; Jn 19: 25-27 
or Lk 2: 33-35 

Tuesday  1 Cor 12: 12-14, 27-31; Lk 7: 11-17 
Wednesday  1 Cor 12: 31–13: 13; Lk 7: 31-35 
Thursday 1 Cor 15: 1-11; Lk 7: 36-50 
Friday  1 Cor 15: 12-20; Lk 8: 1-3 
Saturday  1 Cor 15: 35-37, 42-49; Lk 8: 4-15 
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A WOMEN’S DAY OF REFLECTION ON  

THE THEOLOGY OF THE BODY 

 
You are cordially invited to spend a day at the 
scenic and historic Benedictine Abbey in Still 
River, MA on September 20, 7:30-3:30pm.  Jane 
Richards, our guest speaker, has captivated many 
audiences with her expert knowledge of Pope 
John Paul’s Theology of the Body.  It is a 
wonderful day lined up, full of many opportunities 
for spiritual enrichment and renewal.  Brochures 
are available in the Gathering Space.  For more 
information, please contact Marie Thibodeau at 
marie@littledaughters.org or call 603-880-8476. 
 


