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February 3, 2008

HIS WORD TODAY

“Seek the Lord, all you humble of the earth, who
have observed His law; seek justice, seek humility;
perhaps you may be sheltered on the day of the
Lord’s anger... consider your own situation... ‘How
blessed are the poor in spirit: the reign of God is
theirs.”

We join the first disciples, listening to Jesus on the
mountainside. Surrounded by the beauty of the hills,
circling down to the Sea of Galilee, feeling the soft
breeze and observing the blue sky, Matthew
provides a summary of the teaching of Jesus. The
eight statements of the Beatitudes become for
Jesus’ followers the norm of conduct, the measure
we use to look at our Christian lives, as we often
used the ten Commandments under the old law.

The prophet tells us today to seek the Lord, seek
justice, seek humility, to take action. As we begin
the season of Lent this week, may we look at a
different Beatitude each week, as we live this time of
spiritual renewal, calling us to closer union with the
Lord, being sheltered by Him. We become seekers
of the Lord.

The poor in spirit speaks of acknowledging that God
comes first in my life. | begin Lent expressing my
dependence upon Him for forgiveness, for the gift of
health, life and family, the gift of grace. | am aware
that other, less important things get in my way. | will
try to eliminate and erase them. All that | have
comes from Him. The way | live is directed toward
Him, so that one day the fullness of the reign will be
mine. | claim to be a disciple, but need to live as
one. This week | begin to seek the Lord while He
can be found.

Poverty of spirit is an attitude of assurance that as |
open myself to God’'s grace this Lent, through my
prayer, sacrifices & good works, | will be drawn to
Him, shed whatever keeps me from closer union
with Him and enjoy my life in Him.

| enter the desert of Lent with nothing except myself
and desire to live a more active, meaningful
Christian life. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, the
reign of God is theirs.”

The teaching of Jesus, called by the name
Beatitudes, is found in the gospel of Matthew. Each
speaks of a reality and a promise. As a spiritual
guide for our Christian lives, we can reflect upon one
statement each day, to help join our lives with Jesus
Christ as we prepare to celebrate the Paschal
Mystery — the dying and rising of Jesus Christ.
Surely the Passion of Jesus is a reality and a
promise for all.

To be poor in Spirit ... to show a dependence upon
God and not on things ... to be willing to strip myself
of the guards | place around myself, and take risks
in the service of others to allow the first
commandment of the Decalogue (respecting God,
His name and His day) to be lived in a positive joy-
filed way. To discover the many ways God is
present in my life and to bring others to enjoy that
presence.

May each day allow me to express a deeper
dependence and trust in God. May | look for spiritual
strength in the person of Jesus Christ and the
promise He has made.

“Love is the only light .” Is the theme for the
2008 Collection for the Church in Central and
Eastern Europe . The Holy Father's first
encyclical Pope Benedict XVI writes, “Love is the
light-and in the end, the only light that can always
illuminate a world grown dim and give us the
courage needed to keep living and working”.

Your generous donations support seminaries,
social programs, pastoral centers, schools, and
renovations in many places throughout Central
and Eastern Europe. Spread the radiant light of
love by generously supporting this collection.




Weekly Offertory:

Sunday, January 26/27: $5,123.17
Debt Reduction: $20.00
Diocesan Seminarian Fund: $78.00
Solemnity of Mary: $10.00
Catholic School Education: $25.00

Thank You for Your Generosity!

Monthly Collections for January:

Weekend Debt Reduction:  $3,096.06

Solemnity of Mary: $1,598.50

Diocesan Seminarian Fund: $1,744.20
Parish & School Loan Balance (Approximate)
Parish Debt Balance:

Updated from $319,219.90 to $318,526.24
School Debt Balance:

Updated from $447,044.98 to $441,938.57
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By wearing Ashes, we
recall our baptism, and our
welcoming of Jesus into our lives as we
prepare ourselves for Easter.

Lent is a reminder to all of us of our baptismal
call.

Wearing ashes is a sign that we remember
God’s love and our promises and we are
returning to the hope and joy of God'’s call.
Ash Wednesday is important because it
begins the journey of Lent toward Easter.

When we wear Ashes, we show...

Our willingness to hear & follow God’s call
We take time to pray and to seek God's
guidance in our lives.

Our turning to God which includes turning
in love toward our neighbors through acts
of justice, compassion and service

We take time to consider our choices and
to look at our relationships for ways to be
more loving, more fair, more forgiving and
more compassionate.

We take time to share God'’s love through
acts of service and justice.

Our belief in the Easter promise that we
share in Jesus’ resurrection

We prepare for renewing our baptismal
promises during the Easter liturgies.

As we observe Lent with serious and sometimes
somber attention to this season, we also keep our
eyes and hearts fixed on the hope and joy of
Easter — we know how the story comes out!

Ash Wednesday~FaithWays ~Lent

SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are not celebrated during the season of
Lent according to the Code of Canon Law 856.

Lenten Penance Service — March 2
Reconciliation Teachings — February 6, 20,

Full Dress Rehearsal
Wednesday, April 2, 4 & 5pm

First Holy Eucharist Celebration
Saturday, April 5, 10am & 1pm

Confirmation | - Students who are currently in
the Ninth Grade are eligible to prepare for
Confirmation. There is an informational meeting
for all students (and their parents) wishing to
begin the Confirmation process on this Monday,
February 4, at 7:30pm.
The two Confirmation preparation options are:
Traditional Classes: 13 Classes

Monday nights, 6:30-7:30PM
Friends & Family Program: Four Classes

Thursday Night, 5:30-8:30pm

(1% Friends/Family Class: 2/7/08)

Confirmation 1l - Classes have concluded.
Some still need to submit their baptism
information, service project descriptions, saint &
sponsor names to Jyl ASAP. Please follow-up
with these details, if you plan on being confirmed.

Rehearsal for Confirmation, Friday, April 11, 6pm

Confirmation Ceremony, Saturday, April 12, 2pm

Dress Requirements — Think conservative for your
attire: Young men are expected to wear dress
shirts and dress pants, with the option of ties and
suit coats. Young women? Skirts, dresses, or
dress pants and dress shirts. Please be modest
in your choices.




LENT: Regulations for Fasting

and Abstinence

Fasting, Almsgiving and Prayer are the three
traditional disciplines of Lent. The faithful and the
catechumens, RCIA Adults, should undertake
these practices seriously in a spirit of penance for
the preparation of Baptism or for the renewal of
baptism at Easter.

Ash Wednesday, February 6 and Good Friday,
March 21 are days of fast and abstinence.

Fridays of Lent are also days of abstinence.
Fasting is to be observed by all 18 years of age
and older, who have not yet celebrated their 59"
birthday. On a Fast day, one full meal is allowed.
Two other meals, sufficient to maintain strength,
may be taken according to each one’s needs, but
together they should not equal another full meal.
Eating between meals is not permitted, but
liquids, including milk and juices are allowed.
Abstinence is observed by all 14 years of age and
older. On days of abstinence, no meat is allowed.
Note that when health or ability to work would be
seriously affected, the law does not oblige.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
CONTINUES Mondays after 8:15am Mass

One frequently asked question is: What if there is
a Monday that | can not attend? Simply call
someone to cover your hour, whether it's another
scheduled adorer or someone you know...it
doesn’t matter as long as your hour is covered!

Why not sign up today and be a participant of the
wonderful Catholic tradition?!!  (Sign-up sheet is
in the Media Room off the Gathering Space.)

During the winter months, if St. Francis School is
cancelled, Adoration will be, too!

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Sisters In Faith Scripture Study/Share Group
Our next study is Thursday, February 7, at 7pm in
the School. To prepare, please read Esther
Chapters 9 & 10 in the Old Testament. New
Comers are always welcome!

St. Francis Men’s Breakfast

The next breakfast: Saturday, March 1, 7:00am in
the gathering space. The food is cooked hot that
morning. This is open to all men of the parish.
Please join us for some food, faith and fun on the
first Saturday of each month.

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY

Jr. High CatechiCYM
No meeting, Feb 3 Super Bowl Sunday—Go Pats!
Next meeting: Sunday, February 10, 6:30pm

High School CYM

-If you wanted to go to this summer’s Steubenville
Youth Conference and didn’t turn in your deposit,
please see one of the advisors to get signed up.
-Souper Bowl food drive at all masses Feb 2 & 3
-Super Bowl party at the Regan’s house Feb 3
-30 Hour Famine is coming February 22-24.

The Passion Play

Any students, who wish to participate
in the Passion this year, should pick
up a schedule on the Youth Group
bulletin board. The first practice is
Tuesday, February 5 at 6:00pm. For
further information, please e-mail
jyl_dittbenner@yahoo.com.

Washington RTL March .

What started out with just two parishioners four
years ago has grown to a pilgrimage of twenty
from our church, to this year's Annual Washington
Right to Life March. We had a pro-life
presentation and played games on the 10 hour
bus ride down to DC. After arriving in Washington,
the group did some sight seeing of the city and
came back and had a pizza party and more
games. Early the next morning, we went to the
Verizon Center where the Washington Wizards
play and celebrated mass with 20,000+ Catholics
and hundreds of priests. They had to turn away
thousands from the mass because the building
was too full. After mass, we went to a pro-life rally
and heard many politicians and other special
guests, to discuss some of the advancements in
the movement. After that, we marched with other
pro-lifers to the Capital building. At the Supreme
Court there was a group called “Silent No More”
where women told of the lies they were told when
they went into have an abortion, and what it did to
their lives. The bus ride home was a blast with
more games and a movie. We got back to NH
around 2:30am and it's off to bed. What an
amazing trip and a great movement to be
standing up for, those who can't stand up for
themselves. (We tried to get a group picture at the
March for the bulletin, but couldn't get the group
all in one place once it started.) Please contact
Doug Rogers at 860-5597, if you would like to be
on the mailing list about next year’s trip.



MASS INTENTIONS
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